
Cardior Receives EUR 1.01 Million Grant to Identify Novel 
Oligonucleotides for the Treatment of Chronic Heart Failure  
 

- Collaboration with Hannover Medical School (MHH) 
 
Hanover, Germany, December 11, 2018 - Cardior Pharmaceuticals GmbH, a company 
focused on the development of noncoding RNA (ncRNA) therapeutics for patients with 
myocardial infarction and heart failure, today announced it has been granted EUR 1.01 
million funding for a joint research project with the Institute of Molecular and Translational 
Therapeutic Strategies (IMTTS) at Hannover Medical School (MHH). Goal of the project is the 
identification and preclinical development of therapeutic oligonucleotides for the treatment 
of heart diseases. Under the collaboration, Cardior expects to broaden its portfolio of drug 
candidates for the treatment of various heart failure indications.  
 
The grant is provided by the state of Lower Saxony and the European Regional Development 
Fund (EFRE). The three-year collaboration will start in 2019. 
 
“We aim to halt and reverse heart failure by blocking regulatory RNAs that play a crucial role 
in the onset and progression of the disease which comes in multiple forms," said Prof. Dr. 
Thomas Thum, CSO of Cardior. "Our first product candidate CDR, a synthetic antisense-
oligonucleotide, inhibits a molecular master-switch microRNA involved in the onset of heart 
failure after myocardial infarction. This approach can also be applied to other RNA targets 
and heart diseases. It is the goal of this collaboration to identify novel targets and  
therapeutic oligonucleotides so that we can expand our pipeline of drug candidates to 
combat heart diseases.” 
 
Cardior’s collaboration partner, the Institute of Molecular and Translational Therapeutic 
Strategies (IMTTS, Hannover Medical School), is currently focusing on the identification of 
functional, long non-coding RNAs (lncRNAs), which play a crucial role in the processes of 
cardiac regeneration and ageing. 
 

### 
 
About Cardior 
Cardior Pharmaceuticals is a privately held German biopharmaceutical company pioneering 
the development of curative and preventive heart failure therapeutics based on non-coding 
RNA (ncRNA). Cardior’s therapeutic approach is using distinctive ncRNA signatures driving 
the molecular reprogramming that causes maladaptive remodeling and heart failure. Drug 
candidates developed by Cardior represent first-in-class ncRNA therapeutics and diagnostics 
for patients with myocardial infarction and heart failure. Founded in 2016 based on the work 
of cardiologist Prof. Dr. Dr. Thomas Thum of Hanover Medical School, the Company has 
raised EUR 15 Mio. from international investors LSP Life Sciences Partners, BioMedPartners, 
Boehringer Ingelheim Venture Fund (BIVF), Bristol-Myers Squibb (BMS) and High-Tech 
Gründerfonds (HTGF). 
 
 
 
 



The above mentioned project is supported by: 

 
 
 
Contact Cardior 
Dr. Claudia Ulbrich / Barbara Gaertner-Rupprecht 
Cardior Pharmaceuticals GmbH 
Feodor-Lynen-Str.15 
30625 Hanover 
Germany 
Tel: +49 511 33 85 99 30 
 
Media Inquiries 

akampion 
Dr. Ludger Wess / Ines-Regina Buth  
Managing Partners 
info@akampion.com 
Tel. +49 40 88 16 59 64 
Tel. +49 30 23 63 27 68 
 
 


